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PURPOSE
	
	 CARAVANS is a role-playing simulation which helps students 

improve their knowledge of world geography. CARAVANS 
activities reinforce students’ basic geography skills while they 
travel around the world on a treasure quest as a member of a 
Caravan. Students will also use and refine group decision-
making skills as they encounter obstacles and opportunities 
while journeying to cities throughout the world. During the 
simulation your students will experience the following:

Knowledge 
1.	 Geographical location of the world’s countries
2.	 Capitals of the world’s countries
3.	 How geographical location affects a country
4.	 Major land masses and associated topographical features
5.	 Locations of continents
6.	 Political, economic and social aspects of various countries
7.	 Geographic terms
8.	 Knowledge of monetary systems, languages and products 

produced by countries around the world

Feelings
1.	 Acceptance toward peoples of the world
2.	 Appreciating the benefits of working in groups 
3.	 Gaining pride in developing discussion and presentation skills 

Skills
1.	 Making individual and group decisions
2.	 Using almanacs, encyclopedias and other reference works
3.	 Reading maps
4.	 Presenting oral reports
5.	 Interpreting artifacts from other countries 
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OVERVIEW
Working within groups called caravans, student adventurers join a 
race to supply artifacts for the museum of “Big Buck” Billionolla. 

Student Caravans travel the world, from city to city and from 
country to country, seeking treasures for which they earn rewards 
paid in gold pieces. As a Caravan reaches a new city, the group 
acquires that city’s treasure and records it on the posted Search 
List for Big Buck’s Museum. Students chart their progress by 
moving a Caravan marker along the class Caravans Map. Students 
also keep individual records of their acquisitions in their Student 
Guides. 

As they travel, student Caravan members research, complete a 
variety of geography-related activities and present oral reports on 
various countries of the world. Caravan members earn points for 
their work, which you convert to Travel Dots. These Travel Dots 
allow the CARAVANS to move along the Caravans Map routes, 
visiting as many of the world’s cities as possible. 

You decide which countries student Caravans will study, and what 
length of time you will allow for student preparation of written 
work and oral presentations. 

The simulation ends after a pre-determined period of time, 
generally six to eight weeks. The winner of the CARAVANS 
treasure hunt race is the student Caravan that collects the most 
treasure and earns the most gold pieces during the allotted time.
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Master

 CURRENCY
Name _______________________________	 Caravan _________________________________

During your travels, you will use the common currency of many different countries. The rate of 
exchange varies daily. The current rates for the most common types of money can be found in 
the newspaper or on the Internet. Research the current rates and complete this exercise.

Approximate Exchange rates

$1.00 (one dollar U. S.) =	 Euros

	 Mexican pesos

	 British pounds

	 Japanese yen

	 Spanish pesetas

1.	 A $28 sweater costs _ ________ 	  Euros or _______________ 	  Mexican 
pesos.

2.	 A $200 airline ticket costs _ _______	  British pounds or _______ 	  Australian 
dollars.

3.	 A $5 plate of sushi costs ________ 	  Japanese yen.

4.	 A $15 bottle of French perfume costs _ ___________	  Euros.

5.	 You have 15,000 Mexican pesos. Can you buy a $10 train ticket? 
	 Yes _ ________ 	 No __________

6.	 How many pairs of shoes at $20 per pair can you buy if you have 5000 yen? 
	 _____________

______

______

______

______

______




